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California,---+- there’s nothing in the world more important for you now than getting
a good education----- Don’t you realize that’s the only thing that can bring you the
kind of life your mama and I couldn’t have? That’s all we want from you, Cal. Not your

money. Don’t you see? (74—75)
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------ because they are strong. They've endured because they have patience and cour—

age, Rinko. And they've managed to hold on to their Japanese selves. (107)
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------ “Forgive---” he murmured. The word came slowly and softly from his lips, as
though he were understanding it for the first time. He spoke the word as a blind man
might feel a new object, touching it, discovering it, wondering about it, amazed at the

feeling that came alive as he said the word. (125)
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Ever since that day we went to see Wilbur Starr, I had this feeling sitting deep down
inside me that I could do almost anything. It wasn’t quite as strong as it'd been that
day, but I knew it was still down there like a little mushroom, waiting to grow bigger
one of these days. (118)
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I guess Aunt Waka had stirred us up and changed us all so we'd never be quite the
same again. I was really beginning to feel better about myself —even the part of me
that was Japanese —and I almost looked forward to going back to school to see if
maybe things would be different. (130)
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She said she watched the sun sink like a red balloon right into the bay, and the sky
turned all gold and pink and lavender. And the very next day she had Papa drive us
all up to the hills so we could see the sunset for ourselves. Mama was right. It really
was beautiful, and I stared hard so the colors would sink into my eyeballs and my head

and stay there forever. (63—64)
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There must’'ve been hundreds of pink and yellow and lavender and blue streamers all
tangled up and billowing in the breeze. It was so beautiful and sad—— I stood there a
long time watching Aunt Waka’s ship going further and further away from me, until
finally my blue streamer was all unrolled and went flying off into the summer sky.
(129—13D
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