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'''''' The minute I get to school, I am Rinko, the meek and mild, and I don’t like myself

much when I'm like that. In fact, I never feel like my own true self at school. But

sometimes I'm not exactly sure which is the real true me.(52)
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---Bad things aren’t always bad. Sometimes they turn out to be good---. Like going to
Auntie Hata’s, -+ It was the best bad thing that ever happened to me. (120)
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---] really felt as though I was the butterfly up there and it was me flying in the sky.
I felt like I was part of the sky and part of the entire universe and I guessed that

included the spirit world as well. (88)
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“You know, a kite is an extention of life,” he said, as though he were talking to the
samurai on his kite. “It lets you become part of the sky. You become the kite and the
sky and the universe itself, and then we are all one and the same.” (60)
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- “You’ll always be an outsider here, Kinjo. You know that, don’t you? You'll



always be a foreigner since the law won’t allow Asians to become citizens.”
Mr. Kinjo sighed. “Well, maybe not now,” he said. “But I have hopel[sic.] things

will change someday. I'm staking my future on this country.” (59)
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When I was about your age, I was angry at my mama, even if I knew she only wanted

the best for me:--one day my grandmother said, “Teru, you can go on using your en —

ergy to be angry all your life and be a bitter, sour person. Or you can accept your life

as it is and enjoy it.” ‘-~ and one day, I just stopped being angry and decided to accept
who I was. Do you understand ? (78—79) (F##, FE&)
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