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For the history reveals some common elements in what the adult sees as the essential
children's book, and what the child sees. For the adult there is a potent mixture of nos-
talgia (often in the form of a rural or suburban arcadia); there are the learning of codes
and initiation, group identification, and, strangely enough, retreat. For the child, the
wish-fulfilment is forward-looking; it breaks the bounds, it is anarchic in that it has not

learned taste and restraint, or has retained the spirit of rebellion, and of hope.”
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A contemporary phenomenon is the imbalance in age groups served, with masses of pic-
ture-books published, in contrast to the comparative paucity of books for the middle
years during which most children do most of their reading. People are also concerned
with the amount of time devoted to television; they worry about whether increasing
technological sophistication will make printed materials, and their use, rare if not obso-

lete. They worry about poor reading score.”
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During the twenty or so years that followed, the status of children's literature as a sub-
ject changed dramatically. From being the concern of a few brave individuals, who
were often on the defensive against charges of triviality and were as likely to be collec-
tors as critics, children's books became the focus of countless courses, conferences,

centres of study, and works of scholarship.®’
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Just as rap music and Mozart both deal in sound, but cannot reasonably be compared



otherwise, so the same reasoning extends to children's books:"’
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