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...... I am no disbeliever in spiritual purpose and no vague believer. I see from the stand-

point of Christian orthodoxy. This means that for me the meaning of life is centered

in our Redemption by Christ and what I see in the world I see in its relation to that.”
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There are two qualities that make fiction. One is the sense of mystery, and the other
is the sense of manners. You get the manners from the texture of existence that sur-
rounds you. (MM, 103)
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The novelist with Christian concerns will find in modern life distortions which are re-
pugnant to him......he may well be forced to take ever more violent means to get his vi-
sion across to this hostile audience......then you have to make your vision apparent by
shock —to the hard of hearing you shout, and for the almost-blind you draw large and
startling figures. (MM, 33-34)
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The window in that room showed him the river —thick and red as it struggled over rocks
and around curves.....He and Rabie had fished it in a flat-bottom boat every
Wednesday......He [Rabie] loved the river......Rabie didn't care much about catching

them—he just loved the river.”
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The uneducated Southern Negro is not the clown he's made out to be. He's a man of
elaborate manners and great formality, which he uses superbly for his own protection

and to insure his own privacy. (MM, 234)
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"He can hear," the barber repeated. "He can hear what he hears and he can hear two

times that much. He can hear what you don't say as well as what you do. (CS, 24)
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...... my black students like her treatment of blacks; they do not find any racist conde-
scension at all in her work. They're especially taken with Randall and Morgan .......
They think she has really caught not only the accents but the wonderful black ability to
"signify," as the blacks say, to articulate one thing and mean something quite different
than the words indicate. So I think she is not a woman who misunderstood black con-
sciousness or could not inhabit the black mind. She captures the quality of black char-

acter and speech very, very well."”
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"Lord waitin' on me," he whispered. "He don't want me with my face tore open. Why
don't you go on, Wildcat, why you want me? ...... "Lord don't want me with no wildcat
marks." ... Across on the river bank the Lord was waiting on him with a troupe of
angels and golden vestments for him to put on and when he came, he'd put on the vest-
ments and stand there with the Lord and the angels, judging life. (CS, 31)
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But a sharecropper, she knew, might reasonably be expected to roll over in the mud......

Having him do that would give more point to the hookworm, too, she decided...... There



would have to be some quite violent, naturalistic scenes, the sadistic sort of thing one

read of in connection with that class. (CS, 36)
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...... nothing in it but trifling domestic doings—women buying beans—riding children in
those grocery go-carts —higgling about an eighth of a pound more or less of squash—
what did they get out of 1t? Miss Willerton wondered. Where was there any chance
for self-expression, for creation, for art? All around her it was the same — sidewalks
full of people scurrying about with their hands full of little packages and their minds
full of little packages —that woman there with the child on the leash, pulling him jerking
him, dragging him away from a window with jack-o'-lantern in it; she would probably
be pulling and jerking him the rest of her life. (CS, 40)
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5) "The Turkey" [tkE]
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"God dammit," he said softly. He could feel his face getting hot and his chest thumping
all of a sudden inside. "God dammit to hell," he said almost inaudibly. He looked over
his shoulder but no one was there. (CS, 46)
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...... he was certain that Something Awful was tearing behind him with its arms rigid
and its fingers ready to clutch. (CS, 53)
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The dragon sits by the side of the road, watching those who pass. Beware lest he de-
vour you. We go to the Father of Souls, but it is necessary to pass by the dragon.
(MM, 35)
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