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My thoughts were first drawn to Japan by a mere accident. In my eighteenth year an
elder brother brought home from Mudie's Library the interesting account of Lord Elgin
's Mission to China and Japan by Lawrence Oliphant, and the book having fallen to me
in turn, inflamed my imagination with pictures verbal and coloured of a country
where the sky was always blue, where the sun shone perpetually, and where the whole
duty of man seemed to consist in lying on a matted floor with the windows open to the
ground towards a miniature rockwork garden, in the company of rosy-lipped black-

eyed and attentive damsels — in short, a realised fairyland.
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It would seem that, while physically robust, their minds are of a cultivated and
dilettante order. They love not idleness, but occupations which are refined and congenial
to their tastes. Commerce is considered by them a degrading pursuit; while literature
and the fine arts, and scientific acquirements, are held in high estimation.
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The narrative I have given would have a certain interest, I conceive, if all other were
wanting, as a contrast to the pleasant and amusing account furnished by Mr. Oliphant
of Lord Elgin's mission, and to that previously supplied by Commodore Perry’s expedition.
Both sides of the medal give important revelations.



No wonder two authorities so differently placed should see Japan from different points
of view and in a wholly different light! The history of the first permanent Legations
was needful to complete and give the true interpretation to that of the first special
Embassies. And this I have endeavored to give, faithfully and candidly, in the following
chapters. The French have a whole class of literature entitled ‘Mémoires pour servir a
I'histoire” which, without aiming at the gravity and authority of history, furnishes
nevertheless the most valuable materials for it. In this category I would place my

narrative of a three years’ experience in Japan.
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From our present anchorage we could follow the houses of the city lining the shores

of the bay from the suburb of Sinagawa, off which we were lying, to a long bridge just
visible in the extreme distance. This view was intercepted by five island forts, which



rose from the shallow waters of the bay about half way between us and the centre of
the city. Low hills prettily wooded, and crowned with temples, formed a background to
Sinagawa and the western portion of the city, while a wooded eminence in the centre,
gleaming here and there with a patch of white wall, and distinguished by the roofs of a
pagoda, marked the citadel, or residence of the Tycoon. Towering over all in the western
distance, but too often concealed by clouds, the majestic Fusi-yama reared its conical

summit.
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Little of the capital, vast as it is, can be seen from the anchorage, which is outside a
line of batteries built some two miles from the shore. Fringed with low houses and trees,
some higher ground appears behind, ap parently covered with wood. Only here and
there a temple, or the white walls of a Daimio’s park, can be distinguished. The
‘Sampson’ lay full four miles from the shore, and even then only in three fathoms of
water. The bay shoals all along the banks on which the city stands, so that, at low
water, even a ship’s boat can not approach within a mile! Notwithstanding this best of
natural defenses, no less than live batteries, faced with guns on every side, interpose
between the deeper channel and the city, besides several on shore; and the number
and strength of these, I may observe, went on increasing continuously from the arrival
of the Foreign Representatives. There is thus nothing imposing in the aspect of Yeddo



from the bay. This is partly duo, as I have indicated, to the great amount of timber
every where, which conceals the low houses, in many cases only single-storied, and
partly to the formation of the ground, high land interposing, and concealing by far the
larger part of the city.
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On the 24th of August we started on another riding expedition to the celebrated
temple of Dai Cheenara, situated about ten miles from Yedo, toward Kanagawa. Our
road, therefore, led in the opposite direction from that which we had followed upon the
former occasion, and took us through the long western suburb that skirts the bay for a
distance of five or six miles, first through the notorious quarter called Sinagawa which
we saw to greater advantage on our return journey, then for half a league through
Omogawa, and past a spot which was celebrated as the place for public executions ; it
was just on the outskirts of the town, in an aceldama where the grass was long and
rank, and a monolith, eight or ten feet high, was surrounded by a stone bench, the
victim's last seat. Generally criminals who have committed crimes worthy of death
forestall the public executioner, and save themselves the disgrace by hara-kiri. The
ordinary mode of execution is decapitation. Titsingh, however, says that in some cases
the torture is prolonged as much as possible, and the skill of the executioner is tested
by the number of wounds he can inflict without causing death.

A little beyond this disagreeable locality we come out upon pleasant rice-fields and
wide areas of cultivation, divided by rows of trees, which are occasionally grouped in
clumps. The country is perfectly level, the road broad and good, and lined with trees ;
wayfarers are abundant, generally on foot, but sometimes in the basket-chairs peculiar
to the middle classes. Even after the town has ceased houses are thickly dotted along
the road.
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Of course, after we had completed a little more than half our journey, we stopped at
a tea-house. The day was scorchingly hot. Riding in the sun on a lacker-saddle, without
an umbrella, in the middle of August, is a process which makes one appreciate the
merits of a tea-house. We find the coolest corner, stretch ourselves full-length on the
soft mats, drink tea, eat fruit, smoke infinitesimal pipes, and get ourselves fanned into
a comatose state by fair damsels, until the inexorable Tainoske tells us that the time
is up, and that, if we are to see the temple, we must once more brave the rays of the

Japanese sun. So we are again en route, and jog on till we reach the Logos River.
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Our way lies first along the edge of the bay, under the bluff which skirts it, where the
suburb of Sinagawa merges into the city, much as Kensington straggles into London.
Along the ill-paved road (the worst bit for fifty miles in a country remarkable for the
finest macadamized roads in the world) we pick our way. The bay, stretching to the
right, is occasionally shut out by rows of houses, many of which are tea-houses, and
some only mere arbours for travelers coming from afar to sit and rest in, while they
sip their tea and enjoy the fair prospect of the rippling waters and distant shores on
the one side, or the ways and manners of the Capital if they turn to the great high

road.
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This road forms, in fact, the main street here. So, as we pace gently along, not to
incommode the never-failing stream of pedestrians, — of ‘Norimons’, and ‘Kangos’, —
varied now and then by a group of Yakonins on horseback, or some Da-imio’'s cortege
of mixed horse and foot, with spear and halberd, crest and pennon, as in olden days in

other lands.
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We have time to peer into the shops, open in front, and through the shops to the small

back room, which generally forms the whole interior, and the region of domestic duties.
The shops are of all kinds, but none in this quarter of the town are of very great size



or importance. The common necessaries of life are on sale in many. There are
booksellers’, shops of bronze and copper ware, pawnbrokers’, and old iron shops. Bath-
houses, coopers and basket-makers, armorers and sword-makers, with here aiid there

a stall of ready-made clothes, or a print-shop, fill up the list.
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Every hundred steps, more or less, we pass a ward-gate, which at night they can close

if an alarm of thieves is given, or by day if any disturbance should arise.
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It was late in the afternoon ere we re-entered Sinagawa, and the streets seemed more
crowded than ever ; but the most singular feature in this suburb is the houses of which
it is composed, and the purpose to which they are dedicated. For at least a mile we
rode between establishments organized on a most extensive scale. Deep verandas,
approached by flights of steps, seemed literally packed with the unfortunate victims of

a system which is one of the most singular characteristics of the country.

ERERZZ
OIS E TR 2@l L 72DIZROHDO—FIZEb o> TWABHIZ 70T, &
DOFRIZDZERZDHEN > T, WIS, U7 EPICB - L7 b OEPELR ) &
STIHATW g ZONBIEON S o7208, BELLEANEVS L) S HTF NI
BRIED) o FORANIINE TILATHRNPIT L EALRR I ITIRE 72 ok
FHEOEEIINTH L. KEBFTORITIE, BIC, JEE L LZEIZHEKRO LT HijE %
Razepcai,

As it was just at the gayest hour of the festive day that we rode through Sinagawa,
every house contributed its swarms of gazers ; on each side their faces, painted in pink
and white, rose in tiers above each other. I could not judge of the numbers, but they
were to be estimated by thousands rather than hundreds. The houses were handsomer
than any I had seen in Yedo, except the residences of the princes. We could generally
see through them into court-yards, where fountains played in cool gardens.
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And now we approach Sinagawa, the great suburb immediately before Yeddo itself,
already more than once referred to. Here, at night, the whole road is an illumination of
lanterns, with frequenters of the numerous tea-houses and places of entertainment
situated here passing to and fro. The two-sword-ed men, on foot and in norimons, block
up the way, and woe betide any luckless man of the inferior class who comes acrotw
their path; for ailer eight o'’clock the saki is in, and the wit is out, and any discretion
with it, which, in more lucid moments, the race of swashbucklers may boast. Their hand
is often on the hilt of their sharp-edged sword, and always in unpleasant proximity. It

1s not yet the dangerous hour, so we shall probably pass unmolested.
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