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A remarkable feature in the Japanese character is, that, even to the lowest classes,
all have an inherent love for flowers, and find in the cultivation of a few pet plants
an endless source of recreation and unalloyed pleasure. If this be one of the tests of
a high state of civilization amongst a people, the lower orders amongst the Japanese
come out in a most favourable light when contrasted with the same classes amongst

ourselves.
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Kanagawa is a long narrow town stretching for several miles along the shore of the
bay, and having one principal street, and that the Tokaido or great highway of Japan.
The place is mentioned in the books of the old Dutch travellers, and is said by them
to contain about six hundred houses, and to be twenty-four miles from the capital. It
i1s probably about this distance from the Nipon Bas, or bridge in Yedo, from which
distances are measured to all parts of the empire ; but it is not more than sixteen or
eighteen miles from the western end of the city of Yedo. It contains a great number
of inns and tea-houses ; and here the Dutch generally slept on the last night of their
journey overland from Nagasaki to Yedo. On the following day they entered the

capital.
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The shops are generally poor and mean, and contain few articles except the mere
necessaries of life. A little way back from the main street, at intervals all the way
along the town, are Buddhist temples and cemeteries. These temples are often found
in the most charming situations, and they are the finest and most substantial buildings
in Kanagawa. In some instances they are surrounded with pretty gardens, containing
specimens of the favourite flowers of the country. It is in some of these temples that
the consuls of the Treaty powers have been located. The good priests do not object to
find quarters of an inferior kind both for themselves and for their gods, providing they
are well paid for their trouble in turning out.
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The Tokaida, or great highway of the country, is thronged all day long with
people going to or returning from the capital. Every now and then a long train of the
servants and armed retainers of one of the Daimios — lords or princes of the empire
— may be seen covering the road for miles. It is not unusual for a cortege of this
kind to occupy two or three hours in passing by. Men run before and call upon the
people to fall down upon their knees to do honour to the great man, nor do they call
in vain. All the people on both sides of the way drop down instantly on their knees,
and remain in this posture until the norimon or palanquin of the prince has passed
by. A Daimio’s procession is made up in the following manner ; — First comes the
prince himself in his norimon, followed by his horse and retainers, armed with swords,
spears, and matchlocks ; then follow a number of coolies, each carrying two lacquered
boxes slung across his shouldor on a bamboo pole. After these again there is another
norimon, with an official of some kind ; then more coolies with boxes, more retainers,
and so on. The number of the followers is often very large, and depends upon and is

regulated by the wealth and rank of the Daimio.
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When the retinue of the great man has passed by, the stream of every-day life
flows on along the great Tokaido as before. No carts are used on this part of the road.
Everything ie carried on pack-horses, and these are passing along the road in great
numbers all day long. Each horse is loaded with a pile of boxes and packages — a

formidable size oftentimes, surmounted by a man in a large broad-brimmed straw



hat, who, from his exalted position, is guiding the movements of his horse. Generally,
howevor, when passing through towns, the horses are led by the drivers. In addition
to the huge pile of packages, it is not unusual for a little family, consisting of the

mother and children, to be housed amongst them.
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Besides the Processions, pack-horses, and palanquins, the pedestrians on the
Tokaido demand our attention. Some are crowned with queer-looking broad-brimmed
straw hats ; others have napkins tied round their heads, and their hats slung behind
their backs, only to be used when it rains or when the sun's rays are disagreeably
powerful ; while others again have the head bare and shaven in front, with the little

pigtail brought forward and tied down upon the crown.
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Mendicant priests are met with, chanting prayers at every door, jingling some rings
on the top of a tall staff, and begging for alms for the support of themselves and their
temples. These are most independent-looking fellows, and seem to think themselves
conferring a favour rather than receiving one. I observed that they were rarely
refused alms by the people, although the same priests came round almost daily. To me
the prayer seemed to be always the same — namely, nam-nam-nam ; sometimes sung
in a low key, and sometimes in a high one. When the little copper cash — the coin
of the country — was thrown into the tray of the priest, he gave one more prayer,
apparently for the charity he had received; jingled his rings, and then went on to the

next door.
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Blind men are also common, who give notice of their approach by making a peculiar
sound upon a reed. These men generally get their living by shampooing their more
fortunate brethren who can see. Every now and then a group of sturdy beggars, each
having an old straw mat thrown across his shoulders, come into the stream which

flows along this great highway.

TtE
FAMmELH &, ENCLRALEZIAZ ZALRD, LOANDOEH N ICHEDbE L) &, #)
DEDIZEZT>TWD, T72. VYFILOUOFRE AT o TWBEA, THIIEED
BICHioNn b,

Then there is the flower-dealer, with his basket of pretty flowers, endeavouring
to entice the ladies to purchase them for the decoration of their hair ; or with his
branches of “skimmi” (Illicium anisatum), and other evergreens, which are largely

used to ornament the tombs of the dead.
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All day long, and during a great part of the night too, this continual living stream
flows to and from the great capital of Japan along the imperial highway. It forms a

panorama of no common kind, and is certainly one of the great sights of the empire.
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Our road — the Tokaido, or Imperial highway already mentioned — led us to the
eastward, along the shores of the Bay of Yedo. Small shops, tea-houses, sheds for the
accommodation of travellers, and gardens, lined each side of the way. Now and then
we came to an open space with trees planted in the form of an avenue. These were
chiefly of such species as Cryptomeria japonica, Pinus Massoniana, Celtis Orientalis,
and Ulnus keaki. The glimpses which were obtained, from time to time, through these
trees and across the gardens behind them, were very beautiful. On the left, at a little
distance, the view was bounded by some low hills of irregular form, crowned with
trees and brushwood ; while on the right the smooth waters of the Bay of Yedo were
spread out before us, here and there studded with the white sails of fishing-boats. The
people along the road were perfectly civil and respectful. “Anata Ohio,” or “Good

morning, sir,” was a common salutation.
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Kzempfer informs us that in his time “multitudes of beggars crowded the roads in
all Parts of the empire, but particularly on tho so much frequented Tokaido.” Some of
the members of Lord Elgin's embassy, if I remember right, seem to doubt the truth
of this, as they did not meet with any on the occasion of their visit to Kawasaky ; but
on this occasion beggars were probably kept out of the way by the authorities. Truth
compels me to state that at the present day, as in the days of Keempfer, the beggars
in Japan are numerous and importunate. As I rode along the road, there were many
who “sat by the wayside begging.” These were “the maimed, the halt, the lame, and
the blind,” who, as I passed by, prostrated themselves on the ground and asked for

alms.
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Tea-houses for the refreshment and accommodation of travellers formed the most
remarkable feature on the road, and were met with at every few hundred yards.
These buildings, like the shops, are perfectly open in front, and have the floors slightly
raised and covered with mats, on which customers squatted and took refreshment.
The cooking apparatus was always fully exposed to view, with its necessary
appendages, such as pots, kattles, teacups, and basins. On approaching one of these
tea-houses some pretty young ladies met us in the middle of the road with a tray
on which were placed sundry cups of tea of very good quality. This they begged us
to partake of to refresh us and help us on our journey. When about six miles from
Kanagawa we arrived at one of these tea-houses which was rather larger than usual
Here it seemed to be the duty or privilege of the landlord to provide water for the
horses of travellers and Government officials, and consequently we found a man ready
with a pail of water for our horses. It ie customary to leave a small present in the coin
of the country in return for these civilities.
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With the exception of a few hundred yards here and there, the whole road from
Kanagawa to Yedo is lined on each aide with houses. Now and then the single row
expands into a village or town of considerable size, teeming with a dense population.
One of these, named Kawasaky, stands about seven or eight miles east from
Kanagawa. It seemed a busy market-town. The road which formed the main street
was lined with shops and tea-bouees, and crowded with people passing to and fro,
buying and selling, or lolling about looking on. Travellers too were numerous, who
were either going to the capital or returning from it on the great highway. Now
and then we met a long train of coolies and armed men in the wake of a norimon
containing an official or person of rank. The coolies were carrying the luggage, and the
retainers were in attendance probably as much for show as for the protection of their

master.
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When we arrived at the further end of Kawasaky we were again politely stopped
by mine host of the “Hotel of Ten Thousand Centuries,” a tea-house of the first class,
who insisted on our entering his establishment for refreshment to ourselves and our
good steeds. His invitation was seconded by three or four Japanese beauties, but we



were ungallant enough this time to decline the hospitality, as it was unnecessary, and

as these frequent stoppages were rather expensive.
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When we got back to the inn of “Ten Thousand Centuries” a number of the
waiting-maids of the place came running out to welcome us with the usual “Ohio” or
“Good morning ; how do you do ? " of the Japanese. I know that the main object of
all this excessive civility is to bring custom to the establishment, and sundry itzeebus
out of the pockets of the traveller ; but after all, there ie much gratification in a kind
reception, and it is not worth while to look too closely into the motives of those who
give it. In the present instance we had had a long walk over a dry hard road, the
sun had been hot, and we were glad to accept the invitation given to us by the pretty
damsels to enter the inn and refresh ourselves after our journey. The same scene was
now exhibited as I have already described at the “Mansion of Plum-trees.” A low
square table was placed before me, covered with different kinds of sweet cakes, dried
fruits, and cups of tea. The young girls of the tea-house, kneeling in front and on each
side of me, poured out my tea, and begged me to eat of the cakes and fruits, while one
of them busied herself in taking the shells off some hard-boiled eggs, dipping them in
salt, and putting them to my mouth. Surely all this was enough to satisfy and refresh
the most weary traveller, and to send him on his way rejoicing. But the best of friends
must part at last, so I was obliged to bid adieu to mine host and his fair waiting-maids

of the “Ten Thousand Centuries,” and pursue my way to Kanagawa.
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At this place the river Loga intersects the main road. According to treaty,
foreigners are not allowed to pass further than this point in the direction of the
capital, unless they belong to the Legations of those nations who have treaties with
Japan. Special permissions are however granted by the different ministers, with the
sanction of the Japanese Government. In all other directions from Kanagnwa, except
this one, foreigners are allowed to travel to the distance of ten 7, or about twenty-five
miles. It will be seen, therefore, that there is a large tract of country available either
for recreation or for researches in natural history, geology, and other sciences.
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In the opened harbors of Japan, Americans shall be free to go where they please,

within the following limits:
At Kanagawa, the river Lokugo (which empties into the bay of Yedo, between



Kawasaki and Sinagawa) and (10) ten ri in any other direction.

At Hakodate, (10) ten ri in any other direction.

At Hiogo, (10) ten ri in any other direction, that of Kioto excepted, which city shall
not be approached nearer than (10) ten ri. The crews of vessels resorting to Hiogo
shall not cross the river Enagawa, which empties into the bay between Hiogo and
Osaca.

The distances shall be measured inland from the goyoso or town-hall of each of the
foregoing harbors, the ri being equal to (4275) four thousand two hundred and seventy-
five yards, American measure.

At Nagasaki, Americans may go into any part of the imperial domain in its vicinity.
The boundaries of Neegata, or the place, that may be substituted for it, shall be settled

by the American diplomatic agent and the government of Japan.

COEMIZ Lo T, BMEREOWA, —OEADBHICATEIC X 2 #iPHIE. ME)I1Z1T
izl Lz+HE (#40km) UG &b b, S 512, LA HMICE L Tk, HiEEs
ToTOARMINEMZ 52 LI TELh o7z T, FHFIZ. TOBERKBEREIZL > TR
T L D E ARG E DS L2720, JTEEIGAE (1860) 2 AR HM 3 HiZhT T, M
WHGH IR O FHD b & A\ZHME N DS 2 L B R D 12O RRFR S AR %
BBLY, S50, TA24E (1861) DEFZEFML. JIBEHNO/N LR, NTHE, Hiic,
HHEI B D 720 OB ASERE ST FIFRAZA, BEoB N, T —ADAADE
sk Tz 19,

LL. SNHOREICE 20D O3RN 22 THLEAD T 5 —AEAD L h 5
FTWizo 7H4—F a2V EHORHEZ L2 &, A X)) ARMEDOF— Loy 7 13FHETH
D72 ORNETH o720 FTT 4+ —F 2 d, A F) AXMIEOHT 2B, 7 A
HRFN) ZADEBIZE > THLEAD Z LIz SOZEE 7+ —Fa22id, ROLIIZEL
TWwh,

BITETE]

HARDHTEOEIINZ & » THERE L 725891213 SAENZEHE TR WIRY | HHEE &~
NP ZELTVEHERS, ILFOHMTL I LIRTE R, L) TEPBESN
TWh, TNEBTTICELL T KEANMEIL, BFOKELSIUL, TS
DENEFE) DIEFEBNZ > Tz A F) ZADmATEZ RIS ITIZHRT, 2OKR
HEx R L CIERICEATIRES 720 05, BPKITFEOREDIEEE 21T THLAIZ
KB EVST, BOIRZMLALIEEZONZ V. & ICRIZEMD X )12, G
BENEMOHINEFE > T o728, B4 £ ANE LT, WD IR S bR % 5
(2 B AR RIS, BEa 3o THRERTIZ, LA IZR > TR EFBORTER S
2\,

It is stipulated in the treaties which the Japanese have made with foreign powers,
that no foreigner, unless he be an official, can proceed nearer to Yedo than that point



where the river Loga intersects the Imperial highway. Bnt all the ministers who
reside there had been in the habit of inviting their friends to Yedo, apparently with
the knowledge and sanction of the Japanese Government. Even English ladies had
been there on several occasions, and had returned highly delighted with their view
of the great city. I had, therefore, no idea that I was committing a heinous offence in
accepting the hospitality of the representative of a friendly Power, particularly as it
was well known I had no dangerous political objects in view. But I was unfortnately
a British subject, and I had come to Yedo (unwittingly, I must confess) without first

bowing the knee to him who was dressed in a little brief authority
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Dismounting from our horses, we crossed the Loga in flat-bottomed boats, the
horses being put into one, and the yakoneens and myself going in another. This river
is but a small stream of one hundred feet in width, and quite shallow. Our boats were
guided and propelled across by long bamboo poles. When we had crossed the river we

rode onwards in the direction of the capital.
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In this and in former chapters I have endeavoured to give a description of the
Japanese capital and suburbs, and I shall now end my account with a few general
observations. Although Yedo is a large city, and remarkable in many ways, it cannot
be compared with London, Paris, or any of the chief towns in Europe, either in the
architecture of its buildings, the magnificence of its shops, or in the value of its
merchandize. It has no Woolwich or Greenwich — no St. Paul's or Westminster
Abbey — no Champs Elysées or Versailles ; it has nothing to show like the
Boulevards in Paris or like Regent Street in London. Indeed the habits and wants
of the people are so different from those of European nations, that we have little in
common for a comparison. But, neverthelees, Yedo is a wonderful place, and will
always possess attractions peculiarly its own in the eyes of a foreign visitor. It is of
great size for an Oriental city ; its palace surrounded by deep moats and grassy banks,
the official quarter, the residences of the native princes, its wide streets, and beautiful
bay will always be looked upon with a certain degree of interest. Then, the views
which are obtained from the hills in its neighbourhood are such as may well challenge
comparison with those of any other town in Europe or elsewhere. Its suburbs, too, as
I have already shown, are remarkable in many ways. Those beautiful valleys, wooded
hills, and quiet lanes fringed with noble trees and evergreen hedges, would be difficult



to match in any other part of the world.
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The night overtook us here, but we continu'd our journey one mile further by moon-
shine, travelling along the coasts, as far as the small town or village of Canagawa, where
we arriv'd at nine in the evening, and lay that night, having made this afternoon five miles.
This town consisted of one street of about 600 houses, and was near half a mile long. Tho'
it hath the name of a river, yet there is none runs thro it. The Inhabitants have all their
drinking-water from some wells dug at the foot of a mountain or rather long hill at the end
of the town. It is clear, but tastes somewhat brackish. The coasts hereabouts appear at low-
water to be a soft muddy clay.

Here we were overtaken by the dark but traveled another mile along the shore by the
light of the moon, reaching the small city of Kanagawa at nine o'clock. We spent the night
here, having traveled five miles this afternoon. This town consists of a street half a mile
long with some six hundred houses. The town has the name of a river, but there is none.
Drinking water was scooped from several holes at the entrance of the city where the water
collected. The holes had been made at the foot of a mountain or long hill. The water was of
very light color but somewhat brackish. At the nearby bay, muddy silt was exposed after
the water had receded.
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---s0, after much grave remonstrance on the part of the Vice-Governor, Mr. Heusken



sallied out to look at the hotels of the place. He soon returned with word that he had found
a house pleasantly situated and that it was neat, clean and comfortable. I decided at once
to accept it. The Vice-Governor implored me not to think of going to a tavern, but, rather
than I should do so, he would give up his quarters and go to the tavern himself. I told him
I could not think of disturbing him; and, as to my dignity, that was my affair, and I would
take good care of it. So to the hotel Mannenya, or “the felicity of ten thousand years,” I
went, and a very good change it was, for I had a bright, clean and comfortable house in
place of the dark, dirty and uncomfortable Zonjin.
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On fit une halte a la maison de thé de Manéia, toute grande ouverte, sur la facade et les
deux ailes, a une foule d'allants et de venants ; les nattes disparaissaient sous des groupes
pittoresques de convives accroupis ; la paroi du fond était occupée par les fourneaux, les
bouilloires fumantes, les étagéres d'ustensiles et de provisions ; d'alertes sommeliéres
circulaient a droite et a gauche, distribuant avec grace les plateaux laqués chargés de
tasses de thé, de coupes de saki, de poissons frits, de giteaux et de fruits de la saison.
Devant le seuil, assis sur les larges et courts reposoirs de l'auberge, des artisans et des
coulies se donnaient de l'air avec l'évontail, et des femmes allumaient leurs pipes au brasero
commun.
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