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Class: Intercultural Communication

Number of students: 35

Composition of students: all International Department freshman students, 4 students from the
Tourism Culture Department (3rd and 4th year students)

1 second-year student from the International Department who failed the class last year

1 exchange student from Taiwan

Actual average number of attendees each week: 25-30

Among the above students are

1) 4 international students, three who have weak Japanese writing skills

2) 2 students from international family backgrounds who have weak Japanese writing skills
3) 2 students who have extensive overseas experience

4) 3-4 students with probable learning disabilities; one with a severe learning disability

Goals of the class:

1) To have students gain a more international perspective of the world by learning to
question their own preconceptions

2) To learn to first investigate a topic about other cultures through statistics and in-
depth information before reaching conclusions about cultures

3) To have students that their own cultural perspective is just one among many perspectives

Class grading system:

30% of the final grade is based on active class participation. Students are expected to
raise their hands and participate in discussions. Students are given points for
speaking, whatever their answer. Points given vary based on length and depth of

response.

30% Weekly assignments

— students receive points for showing their completed homework. Homework topics are
always based on topics that come up in the class, the purpose being to try to persuade
students to listen to other student comments as well as to the instructor. The content
of the homework is the basis for further discussion or responses in the next class
Students who complete the homework are then able to make more comments in the next

class.

20% Community Service Project participation; Weekly News Quiz
International Department students are required to participate in the department community

service project, The Amigo Classroom, a project for tutoring immigrant children living

13



All

in Yachiyo City. Note: this required participation in this project has been approved by
the International Department faculty. Students are required to participate in the
project for three consecutive Saturday mornings each term. At the project, each
university student is paired with a child and assists the child with their schoolwork,
usually either kokugo or math. The university student also plays with the children
during the break time. Students file a report for each session they participate in and
give an oral report in the next class session. Other students have been trained to ask
questions about the experience at the Amigo Classroom. The teacher often uses the
content of these oral reports to address various aspects of intercultural communication

in class.

students are required to participate when the children from the Amigo Classroom visit
the university festival in the fall. Class time is used before the festival to prepare
questionnaires for the children and after the festival to have students reflect on their
experience. A few students earn extra credit in the class by helping to create a

promotional flyer and the event materials outside of class

Students receive a variety of points according to the amount of their participation in this

project.

Weekly Quiz:

In order to have students take an interest in world events, a weekly quiz about

international news is given at the beginning of the class. These quizzes are student-—
generated. Students are divided into groups of three to four, with each student
preparing a different question for the class. The group gives the quiz orally at the
front of the class. At the end, the teacher asks seated students for the answers. Quiz
scores are recorded on class attendance cards but the results make a very small

contribution to the final grade

In addition to encouraging students to take an interest in world affairs, students are told

that being informed about national and international events will help them when they

apply for jobs in the future.

20% Group Presentation; Final Report

Students are divided into groups of 3-5 students. FEach group chooses a country to

investigate and create an imaginary resident of the country. Students do a presentation
of about 10 minutes in front of the class explaining one day, one year, and the lifespan

of the character. Statistics from that country and comparison to Japan are required.

14



Equal presentation time for each member is required. Other students are required to ask
pertinent questions at the end of each presentation. Students receive both a group and

individual grade

Each student is required to do an individual report on one aspect of the country chosen by

their group.

Efforts made by the instructor

the most important thing is to make sure that I notice who is raising their hand and
give equal opportunities to all students

to learn the various cultural backgrounds of the students and incorporate that
information into the class. 1In particular, I try to involve the international students
and the students from international backgrounds because they are the ones with the
intercultural experience but are reluctant to contribute due to lower language
proficiency

to make a few remarks each class about the purpose of the material for that day and how

it fits into the general curriculum

*% in an informal survey of the International Department freshmen who are taking the class,

I was told that this class required more student participation and generated more

student response than any other class they were taking

%%k teaching the class every year requires an enormous amount of flexibility because the

student composition for any year brings vastly different experiences to the class
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